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MEMBERS 


Three Societies of Artificers, 


IN THE 


Borough of MaccLEesFitLD, 
IN THE 


County f CHESTER. 


My dear Friends and Neighbours, 


KETXKNCOURAGED by the general 
'E + Approbation with which the follow= 
rx ing plain Diſcourſe was favour'd by 
thoſe who heard it, and your unani- 
mous Agreement among ſt yourſelves to pro- 
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mote the Publication of it, I now ſend it forth 
into the World; not without Hopes, that 
however mean in itſelf, it may be productive 
of ſome Good. | 


IF, by the Bleſſing of GOD, it ſhall 
prove Inſtrumental in any Meaſure to the ad- 
vancement of His Glory, and Your temporal 


and eternal Intereſt, it will abundantly anſwer 
the End of the Author. | 


IN Return for which I only entreat, that 
in your daily Petitions to the Throne of Grace, 


you will not fail to put one up for me; that 


with all Fidelity, I may diſcharge the Duties 
of my ſacred Office; and that, after my con- 


ftant and ſincere Endeavours to promote your 


laſting Happineſs, J myſelf may not become a 


Caſt-away. Jam, 
Your affectionate Miniſter in CHRIST, 


"3: Roe. 


1 Peter 
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1 Peter iii. 10, 11. 


He that will love Life, and ſee good Days, 
let him refrain his Tongue from Evil, and 


his Lips that they ſpeak no Guile - | 


Let him eſchew Evil, and do Good; let 
Him ſeek Peace, and enſue it. 


NON HE Deſire of long Life 
28 and happy Days is ſo natu- 


75 T Ms ral, that we cannot fo 
Ya much wonder, that moſt 
X KEE Men ſhould make them 


VNN the chief End and Aim of 
their moſt anxious Thoughts 


and Endeavours, as that any ſhould be neg- 
ligent, or indifferent about them. 


TE Misfortune is, that amongſt the 
various Schemes and Projects, which Men 
with ſo much Pains and Anxiety form and 
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purſue, for the Attainment of this End, 
they generally place their Thoughts and 
Affections on ſuch Objects, as always have, 
and ever will be found incapable of pro- 
curing that ſolid Happineſs and Satisfac- 
tion, they propoſe and promiſe to them- 


ſelves. 


Never therefore can we ſufficiently ad- 
mire and praiſe the infinite Goodneſs and 
Compaſſion of our Gop, who, in this vain 
Variety of human Imaginations and Inven- 
tions, hath graciouſly been pleaſed to in- 
terpoſe his own Direction; that ſo we 
might not weary ourſelves in a fruitleſs 
Search, and drudge out a miſerable Life in 
continued Scenes of Vanity and Vexation; 
but might clearly diſcern the Way and Me- 
thod by which we may beſt Anſwer the 
End of our Creation, and enjoy the moſt 
perfect State of Eaſe, Peace, and Felicity, 
which the Nature of Man is capable of. 


Now to deſire the End, and yet refuſe 
to comply with the Terms, and uſe the 
neceſſary Means of obtaining it, is ſuch a 
Conduct, as muſt ſtand condemn'd by every 
rational Being upon the common Principles 


of Self-preſervation. 


REA- 


3 


REASONABLY therefore may it be ex- 
pected, that Mankind ſhould, of their on 
Accord, with the utmoſt Zeal and Chear- 
fulneſs, embrace a Rule, the Obſervance of 
which would infallibly procure them the 
united Satisfaction, of having at once ad- 
vanced their Intereſt, and diſcharged their 
Duty. 


BEHOL PD then here the very Thing we 


all pretend to want and with for! A Rule, 
if univerſally practiſed and obferved, that 
cannot fail of making Men univerfally hap- 
py: A Rule, of ſuch Weight and 3 
tance in the Sight of Gop, that he has 
taken Care to recommend and enforce it, 
both in the Old and New Teſtament; 
firſt, by the Mouth of his Servant David, 
Pf. 34, v. 14, and next, by that of our 
Apoſtle in my Text. 


WovLD Men but refrain their Tongues 
from Evil, and their Lips that they ſpeak 
no Guile: Would they but make it their 
conſtant Care and Endeavour to ęſche the 
Commiſſion of any Evil, and to do all Acts 
of Goodneſs and Beneficence within the 
Compaſs of their Power; they could not 
fail 
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„ 
fail to enjoy, to their Heart's Content, 
that ſolid Peace, Satisfaction, and Pleaſure, 
which alone can make it worth a Man's 
while to ve Life: They would undoubt- 
edly be bleſſed with the Sight of ſuch 
Good Days; ſo much Peace and Proſperity, 
Eaſe and Tranquility, publick and private, 
as muſt make the Time of their ſojourn- 
ing here, as happy as human Nature in 
this mortal State is capable of: And, (which 
is moſt of all to be regarded) they ſhall 
aſſuredly, by ſo doing, ſecure to themſelves, 
an happy Immortality in the Life to come. 
This is the plain Scope and Meaning of St. 
Peter, in the Words of my Text. 


IT does not eſcape my Memory, that the 
main and principal Deſign of this Friendly 
Society, is to promote true Chriſtian Charity, 
(as the Preamble to your Articles expreſſeth 
it) for the Aſſiſtance of all and every ſuch © 
Member or Members, as may be renaered in- 
capan of Bujineſs. A Deſign, well-becom- 

ing the Followers of the bleſſed Jesvs, 
who went about doing Good. A Delign too, 
well worthy he Imitation by Men of ſu- 
perior Rank and Abilities. But having fre- 
quently enlarged on this Topick, in our 


Annual Diſcourſes on theſe Occaſions, it 


may 
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may not be amiſs to vary the Subject: And 
foraſmuch as the Words before us ſeem to 
correſpond with the Sentiments and Opi- 
nions of your Society in other Reſpects, 
who have laid down the very ſame Rules, 
for the preſerving and maintaining of Order 
and Regularity, Peace and Unanimity a- 
mongſt yourſelves; which the Apoſtle here 
preſcribes, for procuring and preſerving. the 
univerſal Harmony, Peace, and Felicity, 
of all Mankind; it will not, I hope, be 
deem'd unſuitable to our preſent Meeting, 
if I take this Opportunity of recommend- 


ing and enforcing them in their utmoſt La- 
titude. | 


AND O! that I might be fo happy as to 
prevail with every Member here preſent, to ex- 
tend his Obſervance of theſe wholſome Rules 
to all his Fellow Creatures with whom he 
ſhall converſe! Not to confine them to this 
ſingle Society, or reſtrain the Exerciſe there- 
of within the narrow Limits of your pri- 


vate Meetings; but at a// Times, and on 


all Occaſions, to refram his Tongue from: 
Evil, &c. For, however Societies began, 
I hope to make it evident in the Sequel of 
this Diſcourſe, that the moſt effectual Means 
for Men to be happy one amongſt another 
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in a ſocial Life, is, with the utmoſt Care 
and Caution, to obſerve the Rules above- 
mention'd. 


For the more particular Proof of this 
Truth, give me Leave to conſider the ſe- 
veral Parts of my Text, in the Order they 
ſtand before us; referring to the Articles 
of your Society, as I go along. 


FirsT then, He that will love Life and 


fee good Days, muſt refrain his Tongue from 


Evil, and his Lips that they ſpeak no Guile. 


Tur right Government of the Tongue 
is one of the moſt important Articles in the 
Conduct of human Life. Hence the wiſe 
Solomon expreſſly declares, that Death and 
Life are in the Power of the Tongue, 
Prov. xviii. v. 21. And St. James, any 


Man offend not in Word, the ſame is a perfect 


Man, Chr. iii. v. 2. And on the other 


Hand, F any Man among you ſeem to be re- 
ligious, and bridleth not his Tongue, that 
Man's Religion is vain, Chr. i. v. 26. 


Troucn the Uſe of Speech may juſtly 
be reckoned amongſt the greateſt Bleſſings, 


ety) 
the 


as it is {the chief Inſtrument of human Soci 
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the principal Means of carrying on that vaſt 
Variety of Commerce and Correſpondence, 
which Mankind have with each other; and 
without which Life itſelf would ſoon be- 
come a real Burden: Vet, by Men's Per- 
verſion and Abuſe of it, we find by too, 
too fatal Experience, that it becomes the 
Cauſe of all thoſe Feuds and Animoſities, 
Quarrels and Contentions, which render the 
general Converſation of Mankind ſo unhar- 
monious and diſagreeable; and lays the 
Foundation of all that Malice, Hatred, Va- 
riance, and Strife, (the Bane of all human 


Felicity) ſo common in the World. 


Ir would be vain to attempt a particular 
Diſcuſſion of the numerous Vices, that flow 
from the malignant Influence of an unbri- 
dled Tongue; I ſhall therefore only take 
Notice of ſome of the groſſer Kinds of them. 


I. I BEGIN with that, which immedi- 
ately ſtrikes at the Deity itſelf; that dares 
to blaſpheme his tremendous Name; and 
inſolently flies in the Face of an Omniſcient 
and all- powerful Gop. 


I rzRS$WwADE myſelf, there are none in- 
deed ſo daringly wicked, ſo deſtitute of 
common 


16 


common Senſe and Reaſon, as to deny the 


Being of a Gop: But this, inſtead of leſ- 


ſening, is, in my judgment, the higheſt 
Aggravation of 7herr Impiety, who are rea- 


dy enough to own, and acknowledge their 
Belief of an infinite, Omnipotent Being; 


and yet upon every frivolous and ſlight Oc- 


cation, fake his ſacred Name in vain, and 
call down his Judgments on themſelves and 


others, in the moſt dreadful Oaths and Im- 
precations. 


Sur I am, ſuch Practice is as contrary 
to Chriſtianity, as Darkneſs to Light, or 
Heaven to Hell: What Concord is there 
between this ſhocking Vice, and the benign 
Precepts, the mild and endearing Conduct 
of our Blefled Lorp? From him we hear, 
Bleſs even them that curſe Hou, Matt. v. 44. 
Bleſs and curſe not, I jay unto you, ſwear 
not at all, wid v. 34. 


How muſt it then vex and grieve the 
Heart of every ſincere Diſciple of Chriſt, 
to hear the venerable Name of his Maker, 
his Preſerver, his Redeemer, his judge, thus 
wantonly and unprofitably Vilified and Blaſ- 
phemed? I ſay unproſitably; for this Vice 
(as hath been frequently obſerx d) has bond 

ther 
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ther. Pleaſure nor Profit to recommend it in- 
this World; and, if we believe the Word of 


God himſelf, who cannot Lye, will draw 


down his ſevereſt Puniſhments upon the 


Heads of thoſe who practice it, in the World 


Fo Come. 


TERRE is the leſs Occaſion, I hope, to 
enlarge on the Odiouſneſs of this henious 
Crime, ſince from your own Senſe of it's 

ernicious Tendency to deſtroy all the Com- 
forts and Satisfactions of Society and Mutual 
Converſe, you have wiſely guarded againſt 
it in your Articles. Art. 15. 


Give me leave then only to remind and 
exhort you, to act conſiſtently, as Men, and 
as Chriſtians; and for the more effectual 
avoiding of that Sin, Poſſeſs your Minds 
with due Apprehenſions of the God of Hea- 
ven; frequently reflecting with Holy David, 
that there is not a Word in your Tongue, nor 
even a Thought in your Hearts, but he know- 
eth it altogether. | 


Ir the Preſence therefore of a ſuperior 
Man, will oft reſtrain you from it; how 
much more ſhould the Senſe of an All-ſeein 
God's continual Preſence ? If a ſmall pecu- 
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niary Mul& will deter you from it for a 
Time; ſure the dire Vengeance of an offend- 
ed God will deter you from it for ever. 


SECONDLY, As we thus in a particu- 
lar Manner offend with our Tongue, by 
common Swearing and Profaneneſs; ſo we 
do likewiſe, when we Shoot out our Arrows, 
even bitter Words, Pſ. 1 39, to the prejudice 
of our Neighbours. 


How deſtructive this is to the Peace and 
Comfort of Society, you have likewiſe 
ſhewn yourſelves ſufficiently Senſible, by the 
prudent Rules you have laid down, Art. 13, 
for the putting an effectual Stop to any ſcan- 


dalous Expreſſions, or bad Language at your 
Mectings. 


LeT me therefore preſs it Home to you, 
ſeriouſly to conſider and lay it to Heart; that, 
if it be inconſiſtent with the Peace and Har- 
mony of your Society, it is ſo likewiſe with 
that of any other; and therefore, if you 
would enjoy Life with any Satisfaction, or 
fee good Days, you muſt in all your Com- 
merce and Converſation with Mankind, re- 
frain your Tongues from ſuch evil Words. 


For, 
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For, however the commonneſs thereof 
may have rendered ſome Men inſenſible of 
it, Detraction is a Crime of a very deep Die. 


Since a Man's Credit and Eſteem in the 
World, his Succeſs in Buſineſs, his Peace of 
Mind, his Welfare and Proſperity in every 
Station of Life, depend in a great Meaſure 
on his Reputation and Character; therefore 
to touch him in this tender Part, this Apple 
of the Eye, is ſuch a ſtinging Mortification, 
ſuch an irreparable Injury, that it muſt in the 
Nature of Things, enflame Men's Pafhons 
to ſuch a degree, as either to burſt into Rage 


and Fury, or ſettle into Hatred and impla- 
cable Revenge. 


AND in Truth, what can be more offen- 
five in the fight of God or Man, than this 
Vice? Tis one of the grand Incendiaries 
that deſtroy the Peace of the World; It is 
the chief cauſe of all thoſe Feuds and vex- 
atious Quarrels, that harraſs either private 
Families, or publick Societies; and is ſome- 


times more fatal and pernicious than Mur- 


der itſelf. 


As we would therefore love Life, or ſee 
good Days, let us with all poffible care and 


caution 
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cautioh rn our Tongues from all ſuch e- 
vil, vilifying and reproachful Language: Let 
us be ever courteous and affable to one ano- 
ther, and inſtead of that peeviſh and conten- 
tious, that ſnarling, moroſe and. defamatory 
Conduct, ſo common in the World, let us 
according to the Advice of the Apoſtle, put 
on Bowels of Meekneſs, Tenderneſs, Patience, 
Kindneſs, Humbleneſs of Mind, Long-ſuffer- 
ing; Forbearing one another, and forgiving 
one another, if any Man have a Quarrel a- 
gainſt any, Coll. iii. v. 12. 13. And as he 
exhorts in another Place, Let all Bitterneſs, 
and Wrath, and Anger, and Clamour, and 
Ewvil-ſpeaking be put away from you, with all 
Malice, Eph. iv. v. 31. 


3. Tur next Evil of the Tongue I ſhall 
mention, as neceſſary to refrain ourſelves from, 
if we would enjoy the Comforts and Happi- 
neſs of Life, is that of Guile, or Inſincerity. 
And his Lips that they ſpeak no Guile, 


Tur every Man ſhould ſpeak the Truth 

-with his Neighbour, Lech. vii. v. 16, is ſo 
natural and juſt in itſelf, that one would 

think it ſcarce required a Command to en- 

join and enforce it; and is moreover ſo abſo- 
lutely requiſite in a ſocial Liſe, that no ns | 
who 
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who has the leaſt Senſe of Honour and Juſ- 
tice, or Regard to the Benefits and Com- 
forts of Society, can excuſe himſelf from 
the ſtrict Obſervance of it. As St. Paul 
very pertinently argues in a like Caſe; I, 
the Trumpet give an uncertain Sound, who 
ſhall prepare himſelf for the Battle? So if the 
Tongue give a falſe or fallacious Notice, 
how ſhall the Perſon ſpoken to know how 
to act, or to give an Anſwer? Such Artifice 
and Guile would ſoon deſtroy all that Truſt 
and Confidence, which is ſo abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to keep up Friendſhip and Amity 
amongſt Men, and to carry on any Sort of 
Commerce and Correſpondence with one a- 
nother. For when Men once begin to lye, 
diſſemble, and deceive each other, no- 
thing can enſue but a general Jealouſy 
and Diffidence; and every Man will be un- 
der the diſagreeable and painful Neceflity of 
ſtanding upon his Guard, as having too 
much Reaſon to fear. and ſuſpect a different 
Deſign, from that which is pretended. 


Ver ſtrong as theſe Reaſons are, why 
every Member of Society ſhould fo behave, 
as neither by Word nor Act to contradict 
the Truth; Daily Experience muſt convince 
us, that little Confidence is now to be put 
in the moſt ſeeming Appearances of Can- 
dour and Sincerity; and that (contrary to 
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ll the chief End for which God gave us Speech) 
if a fallacious and equivocal Abuſe of Words 


ſo much prevails, that fearce any one dares 
credit or rely upon bis Neighbour. 


Bur let him who is guilty of this deteſt- 
able Vice remember, that, though he has 
no Regard to the Welfare and Happineſs. of 
the Society he lives in; and however ſuc- 
eeſsful he may be in impoſing upon thoſe 
he converſes with, or eſcape the preſent Pu- 
niſhment juſtly due to ſuch a common Ene- 
my to Mankind; there is a God; who, as 
he is Ommiſcient, fo is he juft;, as be is able, 
ſo he hath declar'd that he 0: puniſh him 
in a future State, by appointing bim his Por- 
tion with the Father of Lies; where the 
Worm dieth not, and the Fire is not quenched. 


4. Tux laſt Vice of the Tongue I ſhall 
mention, is, That which the Apoſtle calls 
fooliſh Talking and Jeſting, that is, all ob- 
ſcene and immodeſt Diſcourſe. And this 
I more particularly mention, as it is now 
become ſo much the Cuſtom, that it uſually 
takes up the greateſt Part of the Converſa- 
tion, whatever Company you fall into. 


Now it is St. Paul's Command, Let ns 
corrupt Communication proceed out of your 
Mouth, Eph. iv. v. 29, and that he looked 


upon 
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npon ſach Sort of Diſcourſe to be corrupt 
is plain from his adding, Neither Filthineſs, 
nor fooliſh Talking, nor Teſting, which are 
not convenient, ch. v. v. 4. | 


Nor that the Goſpel is an Enemy to all 
Mirth and Pleaſantry, or forbids all inno- 
cent Facetiouſneſs in Converſation: No! 
Innocent Chearfulneſs greatly conduces to 
the promoting of Amity and Friendſhip a- 
mongſt us: All that we are debarred from, 
are looſe and wanton, lewd, indecent, and 
unſeemly Expreſſions; fuch as become not 
the Gravity of Chriſtians; ſuch as are offen- 
five to modeſt Ears, and greatly tend to de- 
bauch the Manners of other Men: For Evil 
Communications will corrupt good Manners, 
1 Cor. xv. v. 33. 


Ap yet how filthy and unclean is ſome 


er Converſation? Who, not content 


with obſcure Hints, vent themſelves in open 
Lewdneſs and Obſcenity. But however 
fuch may Delight themſelves in that Kind 
of Life and Converſation here; yet ſince 
nothing that defileth ſhall ever enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven, Rev. xxi. v. 27. It 
highly concerns them to purify their Hearts 
by fincere Repentance, and refrain. their 
Tongues from all ſuch Evil, as ever they ex- 
pect to /e God; for = thy Words thou ſhalt 

2 be 
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be juſtified; and by thy Words thou fhalt be 
condemned, Matt. xii. v. 37. 


2. PROCEED we now to conſider the ſe- 
cond Part of St. Peter's Advice in my Text, 
He that will love Life, and ſee good Days; 
| Let him not only refrain his Tongue from 
| | Evil, and his Lips, that they „f ſpeak no Guile: 
4: But alſo Let him eſchew Evil and do Good; 
11 let him ſeek Peace 5 enſue it. 
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1 As the former lays a Reſtraint upon our 
"i Words, ſo this does the fame upon our Ac- 
1 tions; as we value the Benefits and Com- 
| forts of Society, or any of the ſolid Satis- 
{| factions of Life. 


18 By Evil here is meant Sin; for that is 
* the only Thing in Nature we can properly | 
| call by that Name. To eſchew Evil in this 
Place then can import nothing leſs than the 
| Caſting off, to the utmoſt of our Power, 
I the whole Body of Sin: A thorough aban- 
1 doning the Love and Practice of all Vice 
|! and Iniquity. As the Sin of our firſt Pa- 
 ' rents introduc'd Evil into the World; fo all 
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Sin has been juſtly efteem'd, and experi- 
mentally found to be Evil, both in its Na- 
ture and Effects, by all their Poſterity. 


I Have not Time now to particularize 


. | the 


E 
the various Evils which ſubvert and deſtroy 
the Peace and Happineſs of Mankind, and 
which we ought therefore to ęſchew. Let 
it ſuffice to mention two or three Inſtances 


only, which, tho' moſt detrimental to, nay 
abſolutely inconſiſtent with, the true and 


ſolid Comforts of a ſocial Life, are yet alaſs! 


moſt frequently and habitually practiſed. 


1. In the firſt Place then, He that will 
love Life, and ſee good Days, muſt be care- 
ful to ch. all Fraud and Injuſtice. 


'T1s very evident, that there is no ſuch 
Thing, as living happily in any Society, 
unleſs. Men will be juſt and honeſt one to- 
wards another. When they will break in 
upon one another's Bounds, and ceaſe to 
render to all their Dues: When they run the 
Hazard of the Prophet's Woe; By Building 
heir Houſes by Unrighteouſneſs, and their 
Chambers by Wrong, Jer. 22, 13. When 
they wait only for an Opportunity of in- 
vading their Neighbour's Property by ſecret 
Theft, or open Robbery: When in their 
mutual Dealings and Commerce with each 
other, they ſeem to contend which ſhall 
over-reach and defraud one another moſt; 
Men muſt then of Courfe grow jealous and 


ſuſpicious; and Happineſs muſt ceaſe a- 


mongſt them: Their Ears muſt be dail 
Ry 
B 3 ſtunned 
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ſtunned with the Noiſe of Strife and Con- 
tention: No Man can ſafely call ſuch Things 
as he hath his own; and all Harmony, 


Peace and Tranquility, muſt needs be bani- 
ſhed far from them. 


Axp yet how faulty the generality of 
Men are herein, particularly in their mutual 
Dealings and Traffick, is too, too evident, 
from that Spirit of Self-intereſt and Cove- 
touſneſs, which ſo frequently Diſplays it- 
ſelf in the uſe of falſe Weights and Meaſures; 
in fore-ſtalling and regrating the common 
Neceſſaries of Life; in illegal Combinations 
to raiſe the Price of Labour and Goods; and 
in the willful waſting, ſtealing, and purloin- 
ing the Properties of thoſe, from whom 
they earn their daily Bread; and, in ſhort, 
in all manner of Fraud and Over-reaching, 
Circumvention and Deceit, that Men are 
capable of. 


How can Men flatter themſelves with 
hopes of ſeeing good Days, while ſuch ini- 
quitous and diſhonourable Practices prevail 
amongſt them? 


BuT what is of infinitely greater Moment, 
- however theſe vile Arts of Tricking and In- 
HJuſtice may . eſcape the Knowledge or the 
Puniſhment of Men; they will e 

raw 


* 


1 
draw down the heavy Curſe and Vengeance 


of a Righteous God. He unto him that 
thriveth by Inpuſtice, that mcreaſeth that 


which is not his Hab. ii. v. 6. He hath 
ſwallowed dun Riches, but ſhall vomit them 
uþ agame Jerem. xxii. v. 13. Becauſe he 
hath appreffed, furely he fhall not feel quietneſs; 
the Hedvens ſhall reveal his Iniquiy; and the 
Hart h ſhall rife up againſ} him; the Tnoreaſe 
of his Houſe fhall depart, and his Goods fhall 
flow away in the Day of his Wrath: Lo! 
this is the Portion of the wicked Man from 
Cod, and the Heritage appointed unto him by 
God. Job, Chap. xx. | 


2. In the next Place, he that will love 
Life and ſee good Days, muſt be very care- 
ful to ch the Evil of Intemperance. 


THz love of Life is ſo natural and ſtrong, 
that the whole World is ranfacked for Re- 
medies and Cures to preſerve and uphold it; 
Yea Skm for Skin, all that a Man hath, will 
he give for his Life, Job, it. v. 4. How 
prepoſterouſſy then doth the Drunkard act, 
who by that Vice does all he can, utterly to 
extinguiſh this vital Flame, and reduce him- 
ſelf to the Duſt of Death? For that this 
Vice is extremely prejudicial to Health and 
long Lite, is ſo plain a Truth to any one 
that conſiders it, that it ſcarce needs a Proof. 

B- 4. The 
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The nice Frame and Contexture of our Bo« 
dies, and the Temperament of our Blood 
and Spirits are ſuch, that all Intemperance 
and Exceſs are to the whole Man, what the 
dazzling Luſtre of the Sun is to the Eyes, 
which, acting too violently on thoſe tender 
Parts, injure and unfit them to perform their 
Office; and, inſtead of Pleaſure and Delight, 
cauſe inſufterable Pain and Torment: Thus 
Wine, which, moderately taken chears the 
Heart of Man, exhilarates the Spirits, main- 
tains and cheriſhes the vital Flame; when 
taken to excels, excites the Blood into a vio- 
lent and fretful Fermentation, ſtupifies the 
Brain, drowns the Senſes, unfits them for 
every Office and Employment of Life, cor- 
rupts the Humours of the Body, enfeebles 
the Conſtitution, and naturally tends to 
haſten it's Diſſolution. Who hath Woe? who 
hath Sorrow? who hath Wounds without 
Cauſe? who hath Redneſs of Eyes? They 
that tarry long at the Wine, they that go to 
ſeek mixt Wine, and however pleaſant it may 
be 10 look upon it, when it giveth it's colour in 
the Cup, when it moveth itſelf aright; at the 
laſt it biteth like a Serpent, and ſtingeth hike 


an Adder, Job xxiii. v. 29, 30, 31, 32. 


Men may deceive themſelves as much as they 
pleaſe, and Varniſh over their Intemperance 


with the ſpecious Names of Mirth and good 


Fellowſhip; but the End of ſuch Mirth is Hea- 


vinefs : 
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tineſs : Prov. xiv. v. 13. A Mirth this! 
which too, too nearly borders upon Madneſs. 


BuT if Arguments will not prevail, let 
your own Obſervation and Experience con- 
vince you of this Truth: for I think, I 
may venture to ſay, you ſcarce can walk the 
Streets, without ſeeing or hearing, of the 
fd Effects of Drunkenneſs. How frequent- 
ly do we ſee the Habitual Drunkard burning 
in a Fever? his Blood and Spirits agitated 
to an unnatural Height, his Head rack'd 
with violent Pain, his Brain delirious, and 
his whole Frame ſo diſcompoſed, that the 
Soul, quite tired of ſo uncomfortable an Ha- 
bitation, takes it's haſty flight into the Re- 
gions of Eternity. 4% 


How many others do we ſee from the 
ſame Cauſe {ſwelled to a moſt enormous Size; 
incapable to move, or help themſelves; in 
violent Agonies ſtruggling for Breath ; and 
drowning daily, as it were, by Inches? 


OR, if their Intemperance has not theſe 
Effects, you ſee them however pining into 
Skeletons: Their Muſcles and Sinews to- 
tally relaxed; their Stomach gone; their 
Strength and Fleſh daily conſuming; till at 
length they deſcend to the cold Chambers of 


the 
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the Grave, more like thoſe who had come 
from thence, than were going thither. 


"Tis feldom, but in their laſt Moments, 
that ſuch will bear to be admoniſhed of the 
Folly, Danger and Wickedneſs of ſuch Pro- 
ceedings; and even then, How will 
palliate and excuſe the Crime? And if they 
do perhaps allow, that they have been to 
blame, yet how will they plead that they 
have mjured no Body but themſelves ? 


Bur (to paſs by the obvious reflection, that 
they who knowingly will hurt themſelves, 
can ſcarce be ſuppoſed to make a Conſcience 
of injuring others) is this really true? Does 
the habitual Drunkard injure no one but 
_ himſelf? 


To this I ſhall take the Liberty to reply 
in the Words of an eminent and learned Di- 
vine,* „The habitual Indulgence of this 
« Vice (ſays he) not only impairs a Man's 
« own Reaſon, Health and Fortune, but is 
4 the Cauſe of his violating (as Occaſion 
« offers) every Duty to God and his Neigh- 
« bour, every one of the Ten Command- 
« ments: His Belly is his God; he 1s the 
« Idolator of his Liquor; he takes the 

| « Lord's 


* See Sermons by the Author of the Life of David, Serm. 1. 


| 


Life, and good or happy Days is Lewdnels 


C87). 
te Lord's Name in Vain almoſt every Mo- 
« ment; he profanes the Sabbath; diſ- 
« honours his Parents; he abuſes and often 
«© murders his beſt Friends; he commits 
« Adultery (in his Heart at leaſt) with every 
« Woman that he looks upon; he robs his 
« Wife and Children of their Support and 
«« Suſtenance; he utters every folly and falſ- 
«© hood that comes into his Head; and he 
* covets every Thing his filly Eyes are ſet 
« upon: he is a bad Huſband, a bad Father, 
&« 2 bad Maſter, a bad Friend; and fo far 
from hurting none but himſelf, that he is a 


common nuiſance and peſt to the Society 
wherein he lives. 


* 


A 


3. ANOTHER Evil, not leſs fatal to /ong 


and Debauchery. 


„ THERE is ſomething ſo groſs and ſhock- 


* 1ng in this beaſtly Vice, that it is hardly 
«« poflible to expoſe it as it ought; it is too 
% foul and loathſome to be handled in this 
«© ſacred Place, the bare mention of it is al- 
« molt an Oftence to Modeſty.” + 


Lex it ſaffice therefore juſt to obſerve, that 
with Regard to a Man's ſelf; the common 
Effects 


+ See Sermons by the Author of the Life of David, Serm. 1. 


* PEO * 4 
ee n * i + Fl 7 


(90 ) 


Effects of Luſt and Incontinency are, that 
it waſtes his Eſtate; impairs his Health); 


breeds Ulcers in his Fleſh, and Rottenneſs 


in his Bones: And with Regard to the So- 


ciety in which he lives, it 1s productive of | 


unſpeakable Miſery, Confuſion and Diſtreſs. 


How muſt it pierce and grieve the very 
Heart and Soul of any tender and affectionate 
Parent, to find the Innocence of his Child 
betrayed, and Virtue ruined by the infinuat- 
ing Arts, and unſuſpected Importunities of 
one of theſe vile Seducers, under the ſpeci- 
ous Pretence perhaps of Love and Admira- 
tion? "Tis impoſſible to deſcribe the Miſery 
of ſuch a Family. The Love and Tender- 
neſs, the Harmony and Affection of Parents, 
Brothers, Siſters, Friends, are from that 
Moment changed into Hatred, ill Humour, 
Diſcord, and Averſion. The unhappy Ob- 
ject herſelf, ſtung with Remorſe and Guilt, 
and unable to bear the Upbraidings of diſ- 
guſted Friends; the Taunts and Scoffs of 
Enemies or Rivals; the Diſregard and 
Slights even of her falſe Betrayer, and the 
yet ſeverer Laſhes of her ſelf-accuſing Mind, 
puts an End perhaps by violent Hands both 
to her Miſery and Life together; or elſe 
eloping from her Friends, is turned adrift, 
and becomes a Prey to Poverty, Deſpair, and 
Proſtituion; whilſt every Member and Well- 

72 555 wiſher 
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wiſher of the Family pou with Grief, or 
boils with Anger and implacable Reſent- 
ment. Let the moſt audacious Libertine 
but make this Caſe his own, (ſuppoſe it his 
Wife, his Daughter, Siſter, or his Friend) 
and one would think it were enough to 


uench the hotteſt Flame that ever his luſt- 
ful Heart yet kindled. 


WisELY therefore have you excluded 
all ſuch Perſons who are guilty of any of the 
three enormous Ewvz/s laſt mentioned, from 
all the Benefits of your Society: And O! that 
what you have now heard may have the 
happy Effect, to baniſh all ſuch Practices at 
all Times, and on a Occaſions from among 
you! 


3. I nave one Thing more to obſerve 
from the Text, and that is, that we are not 
only to e/chew Evil, but to do Good, to ſeek 
Peace and enſue it; and I join theſe together, 
becauſe I know of no Means ſo effectual to 
obtain Peace, in whatever light we under- 


ſtand it, as by doing Good. 


Now, as to e/thew Evil imports to abſtain 
from all Sin and Wickedneſs; fo to do Good 
imports the Exerciſe of all thoſe Graces and 
Virtues that we are capable ot in that State 
and Calling wherein it hath pleaſed the Di- 


vine 


© 


vine Providence to place us. To fulfill alf 
Righteouſneſs is indeed a tafk imptacticable 
in a ſtrict ſonſe; for what meer Man ever 
walked fo direct, as not to deviate in the leaft 
from God's Statutes? But ſtill, on the other 
Hand, no one is fo deſtitute of al Power to 
do Good, but that he may be very ſignificant in 
his Rank and Station. 7% do Juſtice, love 
Mercy, and walk humbly with our God, are 
Articles that carry neither Difficulty nor In- 
conveniency with them : whatever a Man's 
Circumſtances are, he may be regular and 
conftant in the Worſhip of God; he may 
be conſcientious and honeſt in hisDealings with 
Men, he may pay a faithful and dutiful Al- 
legiance to his Prince; he may reſtranm his 
Appetites and Paſſions within the Bounds 
4 Reaſon and Religion; and he may be 
ready to relieve the Indigent and diſtreſſed 
to the utmoſt of his Power. 


 Yovu'LL excuſe me if I enlarge a little 
on this laſt Inſtance of doing Good, as being 
more eſpecially applicable to the main End 
of your Aſſociation; I mean that generous, 
that truly Chriſtian Grace of Charity and 
Beneficence: A Duty, which tho' peculiarly 
required from the rich and wealthy, yet are 
not Men of inferior Rank and Fortune by 
any Means exempted from it. 


YouR 


* 

Your own Experience may ſufficiently 
convince you what mighty Benefits may be 
reaped, and Miſeries relieved from ſuch ſlen- 
der Pittances, weekly or monthly laid by 
for that Purpoſe, as the moſt common Arti- 
ficer or Labourer (if he hath but a good 
Heart) can very well ſpare. 3 


How uſeful and beneficial ſuch Acts of 
Benevolence and Charity are to the Com- 
munity, I need not fay: How grateful, and 
- pleaſing they are to God and Chriſt, is plain 
from the. whole Tenor of the Goſpel; par- 
ticularly Matt. xxv. where our bleſſed Re- 
deemer ſeems to intimate, that the chief 
Examination at the Day of Judgment will 
be, as to our Performance or neglect of 
Works of Mercy, and expreffly declares, 
that he will look on all ſuch Acts of Kind- 
neſs and Compaſſion done to his neceſſitous 
and afflicted Servants, as done to himſelf. 
What Encouragement is here for you to go 
on? (What Encouragement for others to 
imitate. your Example?) in this Work of 
Love? 


Wuar inward Satisfaction and Compla- 
cency of Mind? What Joy, what Raptures 
muſt you and every one feel, who can with 
truth and juſtice apply thoſe Words of the 
Pſalmift to himſelf? Bleſſed is the Man that 


provideth 
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provideth for the Sick and Needy; the Lord 
ſhall deliver him in the time of Trouble. 


BuT not to treſpaſs any longer on your 
Patience; from what has been faid it appears, 
that Vice is the fruitful Parent of bodily 
Pain and Sorrow, Diſeaſes and Death; is 
utterly deſtructive of the Peace of Societies, 

ublick or private; is the Cauſe of all the 

iſeries and Evils which we ſuffer in this 
Life, and expoſes us to Torments endleſs 
and intolerable in the Life to come : That 
Virtue on the contrary is a true Friend and 
Help to Nature; tends to promote the 
Health and Vigour of the Body; and to 
procure all thoſe other Comforts and Bleſ- 
fings, without which no wife Man would 
deſire to live; and from an imperfect fore- 
taſte of Happineſs here, will be the means of 
tranſlating us to a full and perfect Enjoy- 
ment of it, in a bleſſed and glorious Immor- 
tality Hereafter. 


Ir then ye have any /ve for Life, tem- 
poral, or eternal; F ye would ſce good Days, 


either here or hereafter ; Refrain your Tongues 


from Evil, and your Lips that they ſpeak n9 


Guile ; eſchew Evil, and do good; ſeek Peace, 
and enſue it : And may the God of Peace 


Jantify you wholly, through: Jeſus Chriſt our 


Lord. Amen. Now to. God, &c. 
. 


